How to Choose an Appropriate Book for Your Child

Babies

Choose board books with sturdy pages—many stoues come in board book format even when
originally published in picture book or paperback format

Books with bright pictures and lots of rhymes

Very few words on each page

Touch and feel books or books with textures

Babies love pictures of other babies and human faces—Ilook for books with photos of babies and
people

Toddlers

Board books are still good, but paper pages can be used, too

e Bright pictures are still fun

e 2-4 lines per page is a good guide line—these little guys llke to turn pages fast

» Books with repetition and repeated phrases are great for this age

s Books with stories about other children, families, animals, food, and other topics that interest them
Preschoolers

e Picture books with longer stories

» Books with simple text that is easy to memorize

» Repetition is still good at this age

* Books that will tell them things about them-—human body books
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Kent District Library

Program & Outreach Dept.

WHAT KINDS OF ACTIVITIES (OTHER THAN READING) CAN OLDER
KIDS DO WITH YOUNGER KIDS THAT REINFORCE EARLY LITERACY

ALL AGES

AGES 3-5

© 0 O O

SKILLS?

TALK TO THEM

PLAY WITH THEM (LEARNING TOYS)

SING SONGS WITH THEM (ALPHABET SONG, COUNTING SONGS,
NURSERY RHYME SONGS) AND DANCE WITH THEM

HELP THEM WRITE LETTERS AND THEIR NAME

PLAY "I SPY" GAMES WITH COLORS, SHAPES OR LETTERS (I SPY
SOMETHING THAT BEGINS WITH THE LETTER B/ OR IS BLUE/OR IS
ROUND/OR ALL OF THEMI)

POINT OUT STREET SIGNS AND OTHER SIGNS IN THE ENVIRONMENT
MAKE A PAPER BAG PUPPET AND TELL A STORY ABOUTIT

WRITE DOWN A STORY A YOUNGER CHILD TELLS

TALK WITH THEM ABOUT THEIR DAY (WHAT DID YOU DO TODAY?) OR
SHOW A THEM HOW TO DO SOMETHING THAT REQUIRES A
SEQUENCE OR STEPS (MAKING A SANDWICH, WASHING HANDS)



Kent District Library

Program & Outreach Dept.

WHAT KINDS OF EARLY LITERACY ACTIVITIES CAN OLDER
KIDS DO WITH YOUNGER KIDS?

READ TO YOUNGER KIDS

RECORD A BOOK FOR YOUNGER KIDS USING A COMPUTER
PROGRAM CALLED AUDACITY

"THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOOK"..TELL A STORY WITHOUT A
BOOK

o MAKE A FELT BOARD OR MAGNET BOARD STORY
o MAKE A SHOEBOX OR JAR STORY
o MAKE A SHOEBOX PUPPET STAGE
o WRITE A SHORT SCRIPT OR ADAPTATION OF A FAIRY
TALE & ACT IT OUT (GROUP ACTIVITY)
o SKIT (LIVE ACTION PLAY) (MAKE PROPS AND
SCENERY)
o READERS THEATRE
o PUPPET SHOW (MAKE PUPPETS PROPS AND SCENERY
FOR THE SHOW)

HAVE THEM THINK UP THEIR OWN WAY TO TELL A STORY
WITHOUT A BOOK

(over)



MAKE CRAFTS TO USE WITH YOUNGER KIDS THAT REINFORCE
EARLY LITERACY SKILLS

o LIFT THE FLAP BOOKS (materials needed: paper, scissors,
crayons/markers, tape or staplers—optional: fabric, pictures
from magazines/clip art/photos

o VISUAL SHOPPING LISTS (materials needed: large index
cards, grocery/drug store ads, pen/pencil)

o FELT BOARDS (materials needed: felt (not flannel), stiff
piece of cardboard or some kind of hard, light surface to
attach felt to, felt tip pens to draw letters, numbers,
characters on felt, pictures from magazines, catalogs, clip
art, Velcro hook back buttons or pieces of hook back Velcro
to attach to characters.

o MAGNET BOARDS (materials needed: cookie sheet, pizza
pan—anything aluminum, magnet rounds, adhesive magnet rolls,
pictures from magazines, catalogs, clip art

o SEQUENCING NECKLACES/CLOTHESLINES (materials
needed for necklaces: yarn or string, drawn pictures or
pictures from magazines, catalogs, clip art / materials for
clothesline: clothesline or string, spring clothespins, drawn
pictures or pictures from magazines, catalogs, clip art.
(see kdl.org/Play-Grow-Read/Narrative Skills for more
information on sequencing)
















